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LEWETON - All radioactive waste bur- 
ied at the former Lake Ontario Ordnance 
Works should remain there forever, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Energy Department. 

I n  a f i n a l  env i ronmen ta l  impac t  
statement on long-term management of the 
site, the energy department recommends 
leaving 255,000 cubic yards of radioactive 
waste and residues there even though "the 
radioactivity wiU not diminish appreciably 
for thousands of years. " 

Now called the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site, the land is near Lutts and Pletcher 
Roads. It is part of the old Manhatt a Engi- 
neering District used for storing waste gen- 
erated during the development of the atomic 
bomb in the 1940s. After World War 11, more 
radioactive residue was taken there. 

The energy department, which is now re- 
sponsible for the site, concluded the least 
expensive and least hazardous method 
would be to leave the material and modify 
the site's containment system. 

Other options the department studied in- 
cluded : 

, Moving the material to Hanford Reser- 
yation near Richland, Wash. 

Moving it to Oak Ridge Reservation 
near Oak Ridge, Tern. 

, Leaving some waste in Lewiston and 
taking the remainder to Hanford or Oak 
Ridge or dumping the rest in the 106-mil 
ocean Waste Disposal Site in the d 
Ocean. 
rCL 

The most expensive option would be mov- 
ing the material to Hanford at a cost of $130 
to $260 million. Keeping the waste here 
would cost between $3.2 to $6.3 million, the 
lowest cost of all the options, according to 

1 
the statement. 

, In addition to cost, moving the material 
would pose a small health risk because of 

1 radiological exlposure to the public, accord- 
ing to the statement. While there would be 

i radioactivity involved with leaving the 
waste in Lewiston, "the release of radioac- 

I tive radon gas throu h the thick earthen 
cover is estimated to about the same as 
that which naturally escapes from the soils 
in the area because of the natural radioacti- 
vity in all soils," according to the report. 

Modifications to the existing site would in- 
clude removal and temporary storage of the 
interim cap over the site. That would be re- 
placed with a long-term cap 5% feet thicker 
and containing extra clay and a Lfoot-thick 
rock layer. 

The energy department would take "per. 
petual care" of the site and restrict its ac- 
cess .  And even if t he  s i t e  were not 
maintained, the report predicted, con. 
tainment would still be effective for at least 
200 years and possibly 1,000 years. 

I No offsite contamination of groundwater 
is predicted for the 1,Wyear life of the cap. 
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